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PoLItTIcAL. 


The Dacca Prakash, of the 9th December, says that the British Lion 404 Passe, 


coe es is embarrassed with the affairs of Egypt. If 


: after this there be a war with the French, 
either in Madagascar or in China, India will have to come forward with men 


and money. The writer is much afraid that at this time of scarcity, if 
India has to supply the sinews of war, she will be ruined. 

2. The Som Prakash, of the 10th December, considers the interference 

iin sith intelli eatin, of England in the affairs of Egypt not 


| only a misfortune to Egypt, but a misfor- 
tune to India also. The destruction of General Hicks’ army in the 


Soudan is likely to necessitate the mobilization of the Indian army. 
The Liberals, now in power, will not throw the burden of the war on India, 
but the Conservatives are sure to note down the amount of expenditure in the 


corners of their pocket-book, and when they return to power to realise the 
whole amount, with interest. 


Pusiic ADMINISTRATION. 


3. We extract the following observations from an article in the Chéru- 


Tie Rent Bil vdrid, of the 3rd December, on the Rent 
3 Bill :— Whatever may have been the relation 
of the zemindars to the land before the Permanent Settlement, they have 


now forthe last hundred years enjoyed their existing rights and privileges 
with the consent of the British Government. To maintain at this hour of the 
day that the ryots were once the masters of the soil, and that therefore they 
should now be reinstated in their position, would be much like an attempt 
to reverse the principles which lie at the root of the law of limitation. 
Already the introduction of the Rent Bill has had the effect of lowering 
zemindaries in the estimation of the public, and if that measure becomes law, 
the decrease that will take place in the value of landed property may be 
easily imagined. It would be nowonder if some zemindar who bad last 
year purchased a zemindari with his life’s earnings, found in the ensuing year 
that his property would not fetch even half the sum he had paid for it. 
Mr. Bell has clearly shown by extracts from the writings of Warren 
Hastings, Sir John Shore and other eminent authorities that under 
Mahomedan rule the zemindars were the true proprietors of the soil. It is 
now pretty generally admitted that in Bengal nine out of every ten ryots 
possess the right of occupancy. But the Government of India could 
not remain content even with this. The right of occupancy, it 
would seem, is to be thrust upon the ryot, with or without his 
consent, and even against any contracts to the contrary. He _ will 
have occupancy rights in all his holdings pertaining to an estate, 
if he bas such rights in any one holding in that estate. The zemindar will 
not be able to take back any piece of land forming part of his khamar if he 
has let it temporarily to a tenant, nor will it be open to him to increase 
the extent of his khamar even if portions of it be destroyed by inundation. 
The doctrine of free sale of the right of occupancy is a novel one in Bengal. 
If the zemindar ceases to have the right of choosing his own tenants, all 
his power and prestige will be gone. . Be 

4, The same paper makes the following observations in an article on 
the Bengal Tenancy Bill:—We propose in 
this article to discuss the views expressed by 
the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal regarding the provisions of the Bengal 
Tenancy Bill. We are stupified to read the curious opinion expressed by 
His Honour on that measure. We are not prepared to believe that 
an officer of Mr. Thompson’s standing, who is an old Bengal officer of the 
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Indian Government, experienced in both judicial and executive work, and 
thoroughly acquainted with the circumstances of Bengal and Behar, should 
be an advocate of such narrow and partial views. He has disregarded 
the opinions of able and experienced officials like Lord Ulick Browne, 
Mr. Westmacott and Mr. Mosley. Itis amusing to find that, while in the 
present case he has set at naught the opinions of the “ local officials,” he has 
fought so much against the Ilbert Bill, relying on the strength of these very 
‘ local authorities.” We had at first thought Mr. Thompson to be a very just 
man. But now we have learnt from a two years’ experience that his justice is of 
two kinds, namely one kind for Englishmen, and another kind for foreigners, 
The zemindar is a powerless subject of a foreign Government, and in dealin 

with him the Lieutenant-Governor has doubtless resorted to justice of the 
latter kind. He says that the objection raised by the zemindars that they were 
not allowed sufficient opportunities for a discussion of the Bill is unreason- 
able. Has His Honour forgotten that the British Indian Association was 
not allowed to see a copy of the Bill, even though it had repeatedly 
asked the favour? Mr. Thompson says that if in the discussions of 
the past ten years, there has not been a full discussion of the Bill, then 
there is no probability of its ever receiving a full discussion. And on 
such grounds His Honour advises a speedy passing of this Bill. Now we 


want to ask, were the public given time to discuss the Bull after even its 
original name and form had been altered P 


5. The same paper considers the presence of certain Europeans at 


wis Winsee mathe deakian on on zemindars at the Town 
. ' Hall to protest against the Rent Bill as a 
sion that the differences caused between Europeans and natives by the 


Ilbert Bill will not last long. Of course the fact is not to be taken to 
mean that the zemindars will protest against the Ilbert Bill. The advance- 
ment of the country depends on the co-operation of natives and Europeans, 


and it is not wise to keep aloof from the latter simply because in one 
matter they do not agree with the former. 


6. In an article in the same paper, headed ‘Lord Ripon and 


ie Wisden Mr. Thompson,” the Editor remarks that two 
Path ge foe different sections of the people are praising 
Lord Ripon and Mr. Thompson respectively. Europeans are abusing 


Lord Ripon, and natives Mr. Thompson. The Hxglishman has outstripped 
the limits of decency in its abuse of the Viceroy, and it must be confessed 
that some native papers also have done the same in regard to Mr. Thompson. 
Considering that Lord Ripon and Mr. Thompson are both entitled to 


respect, it is to be regretted that greater care is not being shown by people 
in speaking of those eminent officials. 


7. The Bhdrat Milur, of the 4th December, directs the attention 


Apprehended scarcity. of Government to the gloomy prospects of 


the crops this year in Bengal, and to the 
apprehensions of scarcity which prevail among the people. The writer 


strongly recommends the stoppage of the export of food-grains from this 
country in view of the apprehended scarcity. | 


8. The same paper remarks in reference to the Government 
nis ia cain resolution on the report of the Bengal 


The unpaid agency. census, -that it is no wonder that the Lieute- 
nant-Governor should have praised, as he has done, Mr. Bourdillon and his 


civilian colleagues for the work they have done in connection with the 
census. It is some satisfaction to find that among upwards of two hundred 
thousand Bengalis who took part in the census work, Baboo Kumud Nath 
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Mookerjee alone has received some commendation. But it is difficult to 
see how these highly paid officers of Government could be deemed 
entitled to commendation, while the two hundred thousand Bengalis who 
laboured gratuitously for Government on the night the census was taken 
have not had their services in the least recognized. 


9. The same paper approves of the appointment of Mr. Amir Ali to 
Mr. Amir Ali. the Legislative Council in succession to 


Moulvie Syed Ahmad. There is hardly another 


Mahomedan gentleman in these provinces abler or more educated and ex- 
perienced than Mr. Amir Ali. 


10. The same paper observes that Mr. Thompson has transferred 


he ttehukes | Mr. McGuire from Chittagong to Alipore. 
His Honouris extremely lenient to civilians, 
and so he has pardoned Mr. McGuire and shown him this favour. Does His 


Honour then mean to make his disciples understand that if they commit 
oppression he will thus reward them? 
ll. The Samvad Prabhakar, of the 5th December, says that of all men 


the Anglo-Indians of Bengal and the North- 

The disloyalty of Anglo-Indians. Western Provinces would seem to have lost 
their senses, as if the Ilbert Bill’ had bitten 

these people alone very severely. The non-official Europeans in Bengal and 
Assam have shown the utmost disloyalty in their speeches. They have used 
high and menacing words, and threatened to attack the Government and 
to even excite rebellion. At present the Anglo-Indians of Calcutta are 
showing their disloyalty. Those who were held up as models, those whose 
conduct was thought worthy of imitation, are now publicly showing their 
disloyalty to Government. Noone can think that they are really Englishmen. 
: 12. The Hindu Ranjikd, of the 5th December, opens with a song in 


Tho vecuslien of Lad Rivas. honour of the reception of Lord Ripon, printed 


in large type. The writer says that all praise 
is due to Lord Ripon for his philanthropic measures, and asks him to repeal 
the Arms Act on the ground that it is unnecessary. 


13. In reviewing the article in the Nineteenth Century, written by 


Sie andl Major Baring, the same paper remarks that, 
sronletitccorns though liberal in all other matters, Major 
Baring is wrong in thinking that the number of native officials employed 
under Government need not be increased fora long time to come. If 
everything is properly taken into consideration, in all the departments taken 
- together, the number of European employés is unreasonably large : cove- 
nanted officers, ¢.¢., higher officers, are all Huropeans, and though natives 
are partially employed in subordinate offices, even there Kuropeans are more 
largely employed than natives. Had Major Baring taken into consideration 
the pay of these officers, he would have been able to see the amount of 
revenue spent on the salaries of Huropean and native officers respectively. 
The writer then adverts to the list of European and native officers supplied 
by the Home Government to Mr. Bright, and shows that out of a native 
population of twenty crores only 11,281 officers obtain more than a thousand 
rupees a year, while out of a European population of 68,000, 25,452 officers 
are in a similar position. 

14. The Behar Bandhu, of the 6th December, complains that 
the Weekly Report on native papers is not as 
formerly, given to the editors of vernacular 
newspapers. Nobody knows what the translator does. He may pase 
over the best articles. He may make mistakes in translation. the 
editors get copies of the report they can correct him. There is no harm 
in giving copies of the report to the editors. The writer appeals to Lord 
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Ripon that he may be pleased to order the supply of these reports to the 
ic. 

cus 15. The Medint, of the 6th December, affys that the people of Silda 
| in Midnapore are dissatisfied with the local 
ee police, but the authorities never inquire into 
the matter. The laws of the British Government are intended for the pro- 
tection and welfare of the people. Hundreds among the people have brought 
the story of their oppression at the hands of the indigo-planters to the notice 
of the authorities, but the ery has not yet awakened them from their sleep, 
The writer appeals to the Lieutenant-Governor and the Magistrate of the 
district to make an enquiry into the matter, and to do the needful for the 

protection of the ryots of the Jungle Mehals. a ete 
16. The Rungpur Dik Prakash, of the 6th December, which is printed 


ag in red ink, remarks that every heart beats 
idirenictatisdecaieh tatu with joy to receive in the capital the noble 
Viceroy who has repealed the Vernacular Press Act, reduced the salt tax, and 

in spite of opposition is upholding the honour of the Queen’s Proclamation. 
17. The Education Gazette, of the 7th December, asks the question 
whether the planters and other opponents of 
on the Ilbert Bill have any common interest with 
the zemindars. There are very few amongst them who possess the rights of 
zemindars. The leaders of the zemindars are evidently in the wrong. The 
Anglo-Indians discovered that they had shown themselves in their true 
colours before the people of England, and that the English public detested 
their haughty ascendancy over the people of India. They found out that by 
committing excesses they had made a mistake: they therefore immediately 
changed their tone and endeavoured to make friends with the only influ- 
ential class of natives. They have gradually succeeded in obtaining their 

end. ‘They have made the leaders of the zemindars to tell their story. 
18. The Arya Dargan, of the 7th December, says that the high-souled 


Wis ncsathin of teed Main. Lord Ripon returned to Calcutta on Saturda 


last. That day showed plainly how dearly. 


the people love him. The country was beside itself with joy at his return. 
— inhabitants of Calcutta expressed their joy by illuminating their 
ouses. 


19. The Pratikdr, of the 7th December, says :—‘* Our Lieutenant- 


ly rad Governor, Mr. Thompson, is losing his health 

| day by day. Every Bengali is sorry to hear of 

his ill-health caused by his many anxieties, and asks him to recruit his 

health by enjoying the cool air of his native land. We hope Mr. Thompson, 

following the advice of his physicians, will take leave for a time. Mr. Thomp- 

son could not, on account of his ill-health, be present at the dinner at 
Government House on the 4th of December.” 

20. A correspondent of the same paper complains that Mr. Malcolm, 

i de the Manager of the Patkabari Concern, belong- 

ing toMr. Archibald Hill, has passed orders 


for the levy of a “ ghash kar” or “grass cess ” in three villages. This is very. 


oppressive to the ryots who sow indigo with their own implements on lands 
belonging to the planters. 


21. The same paper asks that the Weekly Report on native 


Ths entices eonias, papers be supplied to the editors of verna- 


cular newspapers. This will enable them 
to see how the Bengali translator translates their articles, and whether 


important articles are noticed or not. The writer complains that Govern- 
ment publications are not supplied to all the vernacular papers. The 


Government has long resolved to do so, and - has given the publications to 
some native editurs. | | : oe 
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22. .The Udbodhan, of the 7th December, remarks that, though by 


his tacnliabhid? essndien, the passing of the Tenancy Bill the zemindars 


will be losers and the ryots gainers to a certain 
extent, yet as long as Government is not able to place poor ryots on a 


footing of equality with wealthy zemindars, ueither the loss of the one party 
nor the gain of the other will be great. The primary object of the alliance 
of sthe zemindars with the opponents of the Ilbert Bill is their own interest, 
but the zemindars will gradually understand that they are in the wrong. 
However, it is plain that they are very clever. The ryot has very little 
chance of getting rid of the zemindars by the help of laws. It is to be hoped 
the Government will try to make the ryots well-to-do men. The construction 
of embankments, supply of engines to draw water in times of draught, the 
lowering of the value of court-fees, and the reduction of the rate of road cess 
and public works cess, these are the ways by which the Government can help 
the ryot. The ryots will not be benefited by the mere making of laws. 

2a. The same paper says :—The a ge are not disloyal, but they 

| are not made of stone. They, too, are made 
ee of flesh and blood. In their veins, too, the 
blood circulates. They feel as much when hurt as an Englishman does. Their 
senses are not inoperative. They, too, have the feelings of pleasure and pain. 
How can they remain without feeling pain wnen hurt? Why should they 
not cry when trampled under foot? Why should they forbear to be avenged 
on their oppressors? ‘They area subject race. But have they on that 
account no longing for enjoyment? Have they lost their feelings? Their 
fortune rests in the hands of Mother Victoria, the well-wisher of her subjects. 
Her representative, the noble-minded Lord Ripon, is at the head of Indian 
affairs. Rama has again become the King of India. The people have 
forgotten for a moment that they are a subject race. Lord Ripon is wiping 
away their tears, and preparing the way of their prosperity with his own 
hands. 

24. The same paper says that, unless the native public know whether 
- Native female visitors to the Exhi- police constables will be stationed at different 
bition. points of the Exhibition grounds; whether 
male relatives will be allowed to accompany the female visitors they will 
not venture to send their females to visit the Exhibition. If male relatives 
are not allowed, who will show the exhibits to female visitors ? Will female 
officers be employed to escort them ? 

25. The Sansodhint, of the 7th December, is surprised to hear that 
Ashruf Bibee has made a petition against her 
present manager, Moulvie Fazl Karim. It 
appears strange that the advertisements published in the Sansodhent, the 
Pratidhwant, the Englishman and the Liberal about the dismissal of muktears 
were not inserted with the knowledge of Ashruf Bibee. Her name was 
forged. These matters should be settled once for all. 

26. The Vikrampur Patrikd, of the 7th December, remarks that there 

is none on earth whocan compel Englishmen 
gine standard of age in the Civil to do that which they have taken care not 
ervice examination. . ; s ; 
to do. So the writer is loth to believe that 
Lord Ripon will succeed in raising the standard of age in the Civil Service 
examination. If he succeed, it will be a rare piece of good fortune to India. 
The English have enjoyed the practical monopoly of high offices for the last 
hundred and fifty years. They should now do to the people of the country at 
least that amount of justice which is done by Russia in the administration of 
Central Asia. The Russians retain in their hands the control of the army and 
of the foreign trade. The rest they leave to the natives. Englishmen should 
do the same. India has made vast strides towards progress during the last 
forty years, and is likely to make four times as much in forty years to come. 
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27. The same paper is sorry that its contemporaries should rail 
at the zemindars for uniting with the 
opponents of the Ilbert Bill. It thinks that 
this is a clever move on the part of the zemindars to gain their ends. 
Sometimes even the direst enemy is to be courted for one’s OWN purposes, 
This is policy, and Englishmen know this thoroughly, and use it to their 
advantage both here andin Kurope. us 
28. The same paper is of opinion that the condition of the 


ryots has improved to a very great extent, 

—— Those that were in want of salt and rice now 

use milk diet. With the general improvement of the country under the 

influence of European civilization and English education, the position of the 

ryot too has improved. The Rent Bill, therefore, appears to be uncalled 
for. It will have the effect of making the ryot miserable. 


99. The Samvdd Prabhdkar, of the 7th December, asks the Duke 


pained Gonna of Connaught to learn the Urdu and the 


Bengali languages. The knowledge of these 
languages will enable him to gain experience in innumerable matters, and 


to know the real state of the country. The writer hopes that the Duke 
will read one newspaper from each Presidency conducted by natives in 
English. | 

80: The Prabhdti, of the 8th December, dispairs of seeing the license 


mene tax abolished. The ruler of Bengal is anxious 


to continue it. He has distinctly stated this 
in his last resolution on the license tax. He says that the people do 


not think it hard to pay the tax. His Honour is an able advocate, and he 
has admirably defended his cause; but the writer asks him, when some 
amount of oppression cannot be avoided in the collection of a direct tax 
in India, why should a direct tax be imposed at all? 

31. The Sunjtvant, of the 8th December, notices a case of murder near 


Sai Baraset, in which the police, unable to find the 
olice oppression. 


real culprit, arrested a boy named Bipinvihari 
Basu, who was known throughout the neighbourhood for his good character. 


He lay three weeks in prison awaiting judgment, but was at last released 
when the police learnt that he was perfectly innocent. The writer asks who 
will be held responsible for this unnecessary trouble and harassment 
caused to an innocent man ? 
32. The same paper is glad that the people of Bengal have at last 

Ms socaptan al the Viesasy shaken off their habitual lethargy. They 


: oe seem to be electrified. The enthusiasm they 
displayed in the reception of the Viceroy was without a parallel in the 
history of viceregal receptions. 


33. The same paper enumerates and meets in the following way all 


chins citinah Tih tae the charges brought against the Viceroy by 


: . Mr. Keswick at a recent dinner at the Town 
Hall. The Viceroy is not responsible for the duty on rice. India possesses 


a natural monopoly of the rice trade, and an export duty upon.itis 
beneficial to the State, but as the duty is paid by English merchants, 
Mr. Keswick cannot bear it. Lord Lytton and Sir John Sirachey in 
India, and Lord Salisbury in England, promised to abolish the import 
duties: Lord Ripon is not to blame for that. Goverment has for the last 
thirty years neglected to develope the resources of the country: Lord Ripon 
during the short time that he has been here has done much. To blame 


The zemindars’ meeting. 


him on this score is simply meanness. 


The Eurasians are good for nothing. They always neglect their 


opportunities of educating themselves: Lord Ripon has not shut the 
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Roorkee College against them. The question was all settled during the 
administration of his predecessor. The Self-Government scheme is an 
eyesore to men of Mr. Keswick’s type. There is no wonder that he will 
blame Lord Ripon for introducing this scheme. It has endeared the name 
of Lord Ripon to every native heart. 
It is a historical fact that wherever the English have settled, 
they have fought hard to keep up their ascendancy and their high- 
handedness. The Americans were treated with inhuman cruelty by the 
English settlers. The same evil propensity has contributed to the open 
hostility shewn by Anglo-Indians to the Ilbert Bill. The writer says he 
has understood the hidden cause of Mr. Keswick’s affection for the zemindar. 
04, The same paper remarks that in the Education Department the  —S«*21v4". 
, Director is all powerful in this country. The ” %'** 
ine report of tho Education Com- writer thinks that a Council of Education 
should be established, with the Director as its 
President. The five members who will compose the Council should be 
advisers of the Director. Itis a matter of regret that the majority in the 
Commission was opposed to this scheme, but the Commission recommended 
the formation of an annual educational assembly, with the Director for its 
President, in imitation of the system prevalent in Holland; but the report 
does not say anything as to whether the decisions of these assemblies are 
to be followed by the educational authorities. If these decisions are not 
obeyed, the assemblies will be useless. The writer recommends that the 
higher officers of the Inspection Branch should be bound to travel in 2 
Europe and America, and the subordinate officers to travel in different 
Provinces of India, to examine the system obtaining in those countries. 
35. The Sulabh ae of = Sth December says :—The Governor- sctsn samacuas. 
” | eneral returned to Calcutta’ on Saturday De 8b. 188s. 
Sor ee last. Nobody ever knew that Saatidenes 
could set such bad example of rebellious spirit. They have become rabid. 
The events which took place on the return of the Viceroy this time are 
without a parallel. On the one hand, the natives showed their extreme 
loyalty, on the other hand the Anglo-Indians have shown the worst example 
of rebelliousness. Very few Englishmen were present at the Railway 
station to receive him, and few waited at Government House. The 
English officials are bound to show their respect to the Viceroy, but the 
number of other Europeans was very small. 
386. The same paper remarks that with English education the boys souuox samacnae. 
at Indian schools become vain and haughty 
instead of becoming modest. Ifa comparison 
be made between boys of the lower forms with those in the upper forms, 
it will be found that with the increase of knowledge they lose their modesty. 
Though the educated do not steal, do not speak falsehood, do not beat 
their mothers and wives, do not marry many wives, do not take up arms 
against the king, this is not all. The writer wishes that with the develop- 
ment of the intellect they should have their moral faculties fully developed. 
He asks every patriotic person to think in private why such is not the case, 


37. The Grdmvdrté Prakdshikd, of the 8th December, says:—“‘ Our — (xsuvaurs 
contemporary the Hnglishman having accept> inc. sti, isss. 
ed the brief of the Lieutenant-Governor, is 
trying to get him out of danger. Our contemporary has translated all that has 
been published in the vernacular newspapers against Mr. Thompson, and 
says that these are calculated to produce disaffection, so these papers should 
be gagged. If newspapers are to be gagged for writing against the Lieutenant- 
Governor, will the Anglishman tell us what punishment should be inflicted 


for abusing the Governor-General just as one pleases ?” 


Moral training at school. 
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aver savs:— The malaria and the scarcity of food pre- 
— . . * vail all over Bengal, while the officials pr 
The scarcity and the Exhibition. bus with the Exhibition. Pe opl e* put 
different interpretations on their conduct. The object with which the Exhi- 
bition was opened will most likely never be fulfilled. Those for whom so much 
money has been spent are suffering from malaria and do not get sufficient 
food: they will not be able to see the Exhibition. : 7 
39. The same paper remarks that the first object with which the 
Permanent Settlement was made, namely, 
the punctual payment of the revenue, is 
fulfilled to the letter. The second object of the settlement is not 
unfulfilled. The zemindars not only take a share of the unearned profits 
of the land, but they enhance rents even when the land is improved by 
the exertions of the ryots. They never do anything for the improvement 
of agriculture, such as establishing agricultural banks and so on, but still 
they are always ready toenhance. Under the provisions of the permanent 
settlement the zemindar is entitled to obtain enhancement when the land 
is improved by his exertions, but the zemindar never takes any trouble in 
that direction: the land is improved either by the exertion of the ryot or by 
the process of nature. ; 
‘40. The same paper continues its article headed, “ What are our 


, erievances ?”’ and acknowledges that the British 
Ce Government has established internal peace in 
the country and saved it from anarchy. But peace has been established 
ard maintained by the power of the British Government. Have the people 
learned to maintain peace? Have they any voice in the Government? 
The people are becoming helpless under British rule. 


41. The Halisahar Prakdshikd, of the 8th December, remarks that 


on ge ge India has lost everything, but it has not lost its 
iis | loyalty. The native of India is loyal to the 
backbone, and loyalty runs through everyone of his veins. In Calcutta 
Bengalis, even the poor house-holder amongst them, illuminated their 
houses in honour of the arrival of the Viceroy. 


42. The same paper says that at the present moment there is a great 


Wi weaenenes convulsion and commotion in the country. On 


the one hand, the zemindars are forming many 
conspiracies on the subject of the Rent Bill, on the other hand Anti-Indian 


Englishmen are agitating to have the Ilbert Bill withdrawn. 
has been arrived at on either subject. Meetings, committees, discussions 
about laws and regulations, and various dishonest attempts have brought the 


The permanent settlement. 


country into such a_ state that it would appear ona review of all the — 


events as if anarchy prevails. The non-official Europeans have gone 
so far that it seems they have forgotten loyalty altogether. They do 
not even dream that punishment is hanging over their heads. We ask 
why are the non-official Kuropeans doing so much? Whose support 
makes them bold enough to do all these things? Who will not, when 
questioned, acknowledge with a loud voice that the non-official white men are 
going to these lengths only because they have got the Lieutenant- 
Governor for their patron. ‘They are not satisfied with showing their ill- 
will against India, but they must treat the noble-minded Lord Ripon, 
the great well-wisher of India, in an ungentlemanly way. What 
are they not capable of who can behave improperly towards the repre- 
sentative of the Queen, the sole ruler of India? We are surprised to hear 


that when the Viceroy with Lady Ripon entered the Government palace’ 


through the Chowringhee gate, many meanminded Englishmen did not fail 
to show their ill-nature by levelling their ungentlemanly hisses at him. We 
k, why is the temper of Europeans so hot; why do they behave like 


No decision — 


a _ sn — — oe 
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Nawabs and why are all these anarchical demonstratious? ‘Do they not 
understand their own weight? They ought to think of the relation between 
the Viceroy and themselves. As a drop of dew cannot bear comparison with 
the great ocean, as the glow-worm cannot bear comparison with the sun, 
in the same way these men cannot bear comparison with the Viceroy. Why 
should they that are like particles of sand in comparison with the Sumeru go 
to such lengths ? However, we are struck dumb. Will not these demons- 
trations meet with their punishment? The anti-native Huropeans are on 
the point of taking those liberties in the country which people take in times 
of anarchy. Is there no way of punishing those that are about to take such 
measures ? 


43. The Bangabasi, of the 8th December, says that on the night of 


SO ae ae the arrival of the Viceroy the native quarter 
van amas in honour of the of the town was beautifully illuminated. 


Every one illuminated his house according to 
his means. The only houses that were not illuminated were those of Baboo 


Krishna Das Pal; of Maharaja Jotendro Mohan Tagore, and of the anti- 
quarian Baboo Rajendralala. 
44. A correspondent of the same paper reports that Major Hume, 
ae : the District Superintendent of Police, 
“x Madame District Superintend- JVulnigoree, while on tour, arrested and 


insulted the son of Munshi Tarifulla, a respec- 
tabie gentleman and an Honorary Magistrate, because the horse on 


which that young man was riding frightened the elephant on which Major 
Hume was seated. 
45. The Sddharani, of the 9th December, contains an article in which 


: the writer points out that the zemindars are 
The zemindars. 


not reasonable when they blame Government 
for having undertaken a thorough revision of the rent law, although all 


that they had asked for was a partial revision in their interest. Now the 
ryots had also asked for amendments in their interest, and what could 
Government do but listen to the prayers of both ? 

46. The same paper in another article remarks that the zemindars 


re ine 
a cen are in error when they suppose, as they do, 


that Government has introduced the Rent 
Bill at the instance of Messrs. Mackenzie, O’Kinealy, and certain other 


revolutionists. A little reflection would have told them that it has become 
the duty of Government to remove the growing discontent of the people 
by defining the rights and liabilities of the ryot; that it cannot safel 
suffer tenant-riots to occur, and that no amount of oppusition offered by 
zemindars will dissuade it from its purposes. 

47. In another article the same paper condemns the alliance between 


es lis zemindars and leaders of the Anglo-Indian 


Defence Association. This the writer con- 
siders a grave blunder on the part of the zemindars. 


48. Thesame paper is gratified to notice that in the official paper ap- 


a eee pointing the Kxcise Commission the Lieute- 
ee nant-Governor has admitted theincrease of 
drunkenness in localities into which the outstill system has been introduced, 


and has further expressed very liberal sentiments as regards the duty of 
Government in connection with the excise. The appointment of Baboo 
Krishna Behari Sen has been a very wise measure, and it were to be wished 


that the Reverend Mr. Evans had been offered a seat on the Commission. — 


The Lieutenant-Governor ought to be convinced that drunkenness, and not 


_ merely drinking, has increased among the people. The Editor thanks the 


Lieutenant-Governor for having appointed the Commission. 
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49. The Ichapore correspondent of the same paper dwells upon the 
high-handedness of the police sub-inspector 
of the Gyeghata thana, who has recently 
acted in a very tyrannical manner towards a village chowkidar. 
50. The Dacca Prakash, of the ” per gti in phage. Poar'y | the 
; reception of Lord Ripon, says that Lord Ripon 
ee ee not be sorry ‘chat a few PO 
Europeans did not join in giving him a reception. He has come here to 
govern a degenerate race. In preparing the way of their obtaining their 
just rights, he is abused and hampered in his work by a handful of Kuro- 
peans. But these 250 millions of men love him and are devoted to him. 
51. The same paper gives a detailed account of the illegal suspension 
‘tiaelih Veins ti tie wabuiil of a vakil in Noakholly by Mr. Barber, the 
. , ' Deputy Magistrate, and remarks :—It is plain 
that under Mr. Thompson these evils will not be remedied. No one knows 
what Mr. Thompson would have done if a native Deputy Magistrate had 
been guilty of a similar offence towards a European vakil. The writer is of 
opinion thatthe native Deputy Magistrate would have lost his appoint- 
ment and would have been fined. How long will this distinction _bet- 
ween white and black skins be retained? Ifit does not disappear under 
the Liberal Ministry and under the viceroyalty of Lord Ripon, when will it 
come to an end? 


52. The Sdér Sudhdnidii, of the 10th December, compares the loyalty 
of the Europeans with that of the Indian 
wa and ‘Indian people, and pronounces the one to proceed 
from interested motives and the other fron 
the heart. or instance, the legislation of Lord Ripon is not liked either 
by the Anglo-Indians or by the zemindars, Butthe Anglo-Indians do not 
show their respect to Lord Ripon, while the zemindars do—a fact which 
shows that the loyalty of the native is genuine and that of the European 
interested. The writer concludes his article by requesting the British 
Government to place more confidence in the natives and to conduct the work 
of the administration by cheap native agency. 


03. The Samaya, of the 10th December, infers from the recommend- 
hs Wiestinn Ccieialen ations of the Education Commission that the 


_ Government will not spend, anything from the 
general revenues for indigenous pathsalas. If municipalities have to 


meet the cost the people will have to bear a share of the expen- 

diture : in short, the Government is either unwilling or unable to bear the 

cost of mass education. Does the Government think that the rate-payers 

of municipalities can pay any amount of taxation? The labour of the 
Commission with regard to indigenous education has borne no fruit. 

54, The same paper continues its observations on law and justice, and 

hain oak tution says that the state of the High Court and 


' other courts is so lamentable that if a 
man simply scratches his head in the courthouse, he will be obliged to pay. 


If the parties in a suit forget to tell the Judge anything, the Judge will 
not hear it unless it is written on paper bearing stamps worth 8 annas. 

If every account in a receipt book does not bear a receipt stamp 
of 1 anna it will not be valid. 

The regulations about courts under the British Government are so subtle 
and infallible that for the mistake in paying one rupee, cases to the value 
of lakhs of rupees are struck off the file. If the party can bear the whole cost 
of re-instituting the case, well and good, otherwise there is an end of the case. 

The writer exhorts his countrymen not to resort to courts. Once in 
the court, the man becomes obstinate—a fact which leads him to ruin. 


The police. 
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If a man has to take out an authenticated copy of any paper from the 
court, he will bave to take it on stamped sheets of paper worth two annas 
each, which again aré so small that only a limited number of words can 
only be written on each sheet. 

55, The same paper disapproves of the advice given to Lord Ripon by 

The Ibert Bill. the Liberal newspaper that statutory civilians 
should not be invested with jurisdiction 
over Europeans. The writer asks why should they not enjoy the full powers 
of the high appointments for which they are selected? If they are not 
efficient officers, why were they chosen at all? The Liberal is wrong in 
saying that all the statutory civilians are unfit for their work. Baboos 
Narendra Krishna Basu and Gopendra Krishna Deb are not inferior to 
competitionwallahs. If any nominated civilians are unfit, it is the men who 
nominated them that are to blame. 
56. The same paper hears that the zemindars are privately helping 


is: daniiediai the Anglo-Indians to prevent the passing of 
the Ilbert Bill. They have sought the 
help of Anglo-Indians to baffle the Rent Bill. If this rumour is true, 


Bengalis do not deserve to remain on the face of the earth. May the 
name of Bengal by the grace of God be blotted out. May the whole 
country sink into the bottom of the sea at this very moment. The writer 
hopes the rumour is groundless. 

57. The Som Prakash, of the 10th December, says that the reception of 

i i i a the Viceroy when he reached Calcutta was 
: enthusiastic. It is said that the Europeans did 
not join the natives in according him a hearty reception. The HKuropeans 
are proud ; they have no regard for justice ; and they bear ill-will against the 
natives of the country. ‘They are sucking dry the substance of the count 
by manufacture and commerce, and they have a monopoly of hig 
appointments. They are puffed up with pride. The measures of Lord 
Ripon have contributed to wound their vanity. How can it be ex- 
pected that he will be honoured and received by them? Again, 
justice is incompatible with despotism. The Europeans are despotic and 
Lord Ripon is just, so they do not like him. It does not matter whether 
the mean-minded Europeans welcome Lord Ripon or not. Butit is a matter 
of great regret that they do not understand the service he is doing to the 
cause of the British Empire. If the natives and Europeans are always on bad 
terms the Empire can never prosper. The mean-minded Europeans detest the 
educated natives because they are outspoken, because they protest against 
injustice, and because they want that official patronage should be impartially 
distributed. The Europeans wantthat natives should remain sunk in 
ignorance. 

58. Thesame paper remarks that the wealth of India consists of 
agricultural produce. As long as India is 
able to export a large quantity of corn at a 
cheap rate neither the wealth nor the revenue of India will suffer, but the 
writer apprehends that India will gradually lose her advantage in the export 
of agricultural produce. 7 

The wealth produced in this country is unequally distributed—a fact 
which increases poverty. The real philanthropist would try to adopt means 
to increase the production of wealth. It will greatly help the people of this 
country if they follow the example of such countriesas America. The system 
of agriculture in this country is extremely defective. It has to be improved, 
but ryots are too poor to do so; so the writer proposes a different mode 
of enhancement of rent than the one prevailing at the present day, which 1s 
this: The zemindar will have to improve the mode of agriculture and to 


The zemindar and the ryot. 
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have a reasonable share of the increased produce. This will care the 
zemindar of his idle habits by inducing him to work for the improvement of 
his estate. It will make the distribution of wealth more equal, and 
enable people to learn to work inconcert,. 

59. The following is a translation of an article in the Surabhi, of the 

? ; i 10th December, headed ‘‘ 'The Hnglishman and 
ee” le :’——During the last few months the 
Lieutenant-Governor, Mr. Thompson, has in various ways shown himself 
to be a hater of natives and an opponent of native advancement. 
Bengali newspapers have freely and fearlessly commented upon the 
manner in which he has done his work during the last few months. The 
reader knows that Mr. Thompson is the intimate friend and patron of 
the section of Anglo-Indians represented by the Hnglishman. What 
wonder therefore that a free discussion of Mr. Thompson’s actions 
in Bengali newspapers should become intolerable to the Hnglishman? 
The Enolishman, in its issue of the 28th November last, published 
certain translated extracts from articles regarding the Lieutenant-Governor 
that had appeared in certain Bengali newspapers during the last two 
months with the remark that those extracts are full of abusive language 
and warrant a prosecution of the writers, but that it is wiser to disregard 
them. We find that in that article the nglshman has translated the 
following lines which appeared in the issue of our paper for the 20th 
Kartik :— 

“We should not fear to express openly our dissatisfaction with 
the lLieutenant-Governor. Every time that Mr. Thompson returns 
to Sealdah from Darjeeling or any other place some people go 
to receive him. We hope that on the 10th November next we shall 
not see one single Bengali present at the Sealdah station to receive 
Mr. Thompson. What is the need of hypocritically showing esteem to one 
for whom no esteem is entertained ? ” 

Now we do not see what crime we have committed by writing 
the above. It is the duty of the Volunteers to receive the Viceroy: 
the Englishman could incite them to refuse to discharge that duty, 
and he, it seems, was not guilty of any crime. We did not incite 
anybody to refuse to discharge any duty, but simply dissuaded our country- 
men from receiving the Lieutenant-Governor, who is narrow-minded and is 
an opponent of liberal policy, because to do so would be to encourage illi- 
berality and narrowness in the administration of India. It is not our duty 
to receive the Lieutenant-Governor in the same way that it is the duty of 
the Volunteers to pay their respects to the Governor-General. Since 
the Englishman could incite the Volunteers to refuse to discharge their duty, 
and could thus show disrespect to Lord Ripon, then why could not we 
dissuade our countrymen from offering, without the violation of any duty, 
that respect to the Lieutenant-Governor which he is not fit to receive? The 
Englishman, it seems, can 1n various ways excite the disaffection of English- 
men towards Lord Ripon for His Excellency’s conscientiousness, liberality, 
love of justice, and wisdom ; and cannot we excite the disaffection of the 
people towards the Lieutenant-Governor for his opposition to justice, 
illiberality, narrowness, and lack of intelligence? Considering that by 
inciting the Volunteers to show disrespect to Lord Ripon for his many 
noble and good qualities by neglecting their duties the Englishman has 
committed a serious offence, the attempt of that journal to establish our 
guilt, because we have advised our countrymen not to receive the Lieutenant- 
Governor for his many faults, is a shameful and foolish proceeding on its 
part. ‘This will be freely admitted by every impartial man. We are firmly 


( 839 ) 


persuaded that we have done our duty by dissuading people from going to 
receive the Lieutenant-Governor, and we say it again to-day that as long 
as His Honour opposes the political advancement of India by his advocacy of 
a narrow and illiberal policy, so long let no native gentleman make himself 
an object of contempt and degradation by showing him respect. 


60. The same paper is gratified to read that the Lieutenant-Governor 


‘sus Onkelllt Commieben. has admitted that it is the duty of Government 
to check drunkenness. 


61. The same paper remarks that Mr. Keswick, in his speech at the 
St. Andrew's dinner. late St. Andrew’s dinner, brought a string of 


unfounded charges against the Viceroy. Some 


of the persons present showed him disrespect. What cannot people, blinded 
by self-interest, do? 


_ 62. The same paper remarks that there is necessity for amending the 
nition, existing rent law under which the relations 
S J between landlords and tenants are not satis- 
factory, and that Government has reserved to itself the power of interfering 
with the Permanent Settlement. 


63. The following is the substance of an article in the Navavibhdkar, 
of the 10th December, on the Bengal Tenancy 
Pill :—It has been shown that nothing parti- 
cular has been done for the Korfa ryots in the Bill. The Legislature is 
creating facilities for the growth of occupancy rights, but the condition of the 
Kerfa ryot will remain what it is. The number of such ryots in Bengal is 
not small. Another class of ryots has been overlooked. While provision has 
been made for the acquisition under certain conditions of the occupancy right 
by a tenant in land comprised in distant villages, nothing can enable him to 
acquire this right in respect of land situated in his village, though he may 
have been in possession thereof for eleven years and eleven months. Thus, 
while much has been done for the Pykhast tenant, nothing has been done 
for this class of khudkast tenants. If the Bill be passed in its present form, 
the ryot will have frequently to seek the aid of law courts. This will increase 
his trouble and expense. Recourse to civil courts would be better than 
seeking the aid of the Collectorate courts. _ 


64. The same paper remarks, in reference to the statement recently 
made by Lord Ripon regarding the Ilbert 
Lord Ripon's statement regarding Bill, that it was known that His Excellency 
| would not abandon the principle of the 
measure; but it is to be regretted that the passing of it is likely to be yet 
delayed for some time longer. Lord Ripon says that the Executive Council 
will soon consider the measure. This is not very assuring. What is 
required is a little expedition on the part of Lord Ripon. He is very 
scrupulous lest injustice be done to any party. But over-scrupulousness is a 
sien of weakness, and will embolden the opponents of the Bill. If the 
measure passes soon, the agitation will be put a stop to, unrest will cease, 
the people will be assured, and. Lord Ripon will have more time to attend to 
internal improvements. 


65. The same paper does not approve of the Statesman’s recent 

proposal regarding the Tlbert Bill. The 

The Sateunens eee editor remarks that the reason why Europeans 

want to be tried by European Magistrates is that they fear that under native 

Magistrates the advantages they now enjoy will disappear. The editor 

_ firmly believes native Magistrates are absolutely necessary in the tea and 
Indigo districts. 7 
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: same paper expresses the hope that the Duke of Connaught, who 
meen se is so popular with Anglo-Indians, will, while 
in this country, use his influence to remove 
the ill-feeling which they have now come to cherish against Lord Ripon. 

67. The same paper directs the attention of Government to the discourt- 


sey shown by the European officials of the East 
i oe and Kast Indian 


. , lian Indian Railway, particularly those at the 
auesnciiescoos wieglaccuimeciare Howrah Station, to native gentlemen who had 


gone to receive Lord Ripon on the occasion of his return to Calcutta. 
68. The Ananda Bazar Patrikd, of the 10th December, remarks that 
Lord Ripon’s return to Calcutta has shewn how 
Lord Ripon’s return to Calcutta. 


popular he is with the people of this country, 
The illuminations and other displays have all been spontaneous. 


69. The same paper observes that by agitating over the [bert Bill in 


d the opponents of that measur ‘ 
India in England. England the opp e are do 


ing good to the people of this country, and that 
if out of deference to those opponents, Lord Ripon postpones the passing of 


the Bill for the present, even that will be beneficial. The English people 
are now taking an increased interest in India and its inhabitants. The edu- 
cated Englishmen so long depended for their information regarding the 
natives of this country on official blue books prepared by Indian officials, 
and that information was all prejudicial to the people of India. But how 
friendly those officials are to natives has been made clear this time. Baboo 
Lal Mohan Ghosh deserves well of his country for his labours in England. 


70. The same paper contains a long article in which the Editor gives ex- 

: tracts from a petition made by a Hindu Asso- 

animt handedness of Beloochi sol- ciation of Sindh to the Commissioner of the 
ers in Sindh. : . . o.e 

Province in which the petitioners dwell 

upon the outrages committed upon native females by the Beloochi soldiers 

stationed in Hyderabad. The Editor remarks that most probably the native 

troops have begun to act in this way from noticing the impunity with which 

European soldiers have committed similar offences; but the Hindus, though 

a quiet people, are very sensitive in certain matters. They were deeply pained 

by the action of Justice Norris in taking a Salgram to the High Court, and 


by the late flogging of school-boys. and now this outrage upon their females 
is likely to drive them mad with anger. 


71. The same paper, while expecting great things from the residence 


ae of the Duke of Connaught in India, fears lest 
———— His Royal Highness should mix with Anglo- 
Indians, most of whom are enemies to the people of this country. 


72. The Burdwan Sanjivani, of the 11th December, remarks that 


ino caenibes of bank Se. Englishmen in not going to receive the Viceroy 


| have shown their meanness. They have always 
branded the natives with disloyalty, but they are now found out. The 


ruler wants to make a law for the benefit of the country; the Europeans do 


not like the law and all their loyalty evaporates. The loyalty of the native 
is of a different description. 


73. The same paper says that Mr. Hughes, the Executive Engineer of 
The Decieen: Mesicesiior. the Burdwan Division, used to superintend 


ws the work of contractors of the Burdwan 
Municipality. On the transfer of Mr. Hughes, the Commissioners ap- 


pointed their Secretary, Baboo Udainarain Sinha, to superintend the 
work of the contractors, and he is doing his duties; but the European 
contractors are not willing to work under a native Engineer, and they wrote 
to the Commissioners for the appointment of a European Engineer. The 


Duke of Connaught. 


( Gai: } 


Commissioners did not accede to their proposal. They then got the Super- 
intending Engineer to report that Udai Baboo was not fit for the duty ; that the 
Commissioners should employ an able Engineer, and that Mr. Stony, the 
District Engineer, might well be appointed to supervise the water-works at 
Burdwan. Mr. Stony never received any training in a college, while Baboo 
Udainarain was an Assistant Engineer under Government. The Commis- 
sioners were at first disposed to employ Mr. Stony, but the writer is glad to 
observe that they have subsequently changed their minds. 

74, The same paper complains that the Station-Master and the Magis- 

| | trate of Burdwan did not think it fit to 

phe reception of Lord Ripon at permit the people of Burdwan to decorate the 

| station and receive Lord Ripon, on the plea 

that the train would arrive very early, and that any demonstration would 
disturb his sleep. 

75. The Prajadbandhu, of the 11th December, writes an article 
headed “ The fall of natural leaders.” It says 
that some people think that the zemindars are 
the natural leaders of society because, not having to toil for their bread, they 
can devote much time to works calculated to improve the country. This 
sounds well, but tie fact is that very few zemindars join in real patriotic 
work. The eyes of the people opened when in the agitation on the Verna- 
cular Press Act the zemindars did not join. People lost their confidence 
in the zemindars when they busied themselves with Eden worship. The 
people were shocked at their indifference to the liberal measures of Lord 
Ripon, such as Self-Government, the llbert Bill, and so on. Their alliance 
with the demoniacal Englishmen estranged the native society from them. 
They did not join the people ia their reception of the Viceroy. This was 
indeed intolerable. From that day, from the Ist day of December, the 
leadership passed into the hands of the common people. It is for the 
excess of their fault that the zemindars have lost their leadership. 

76. The same paper says that as long as Mr. Thompson remains at 
the head of affairs in Bengal, all the public 
measures of Lord Ripon will be fruitless, and 
no one knows how long will this worthless supporter of half-castes, 
Mr. Thompson, disgrace Bengal by his presence, and how long the way 
to Bengal’s happiness will remain closed. Every one of the Lieute- 
nant-Governors of Bengal has done something for its improvement except 
Mr. Thompson and his predecessor. It is owing to these men’s character 
that the condition of Bengal is becoming more and more miserable 
every day. 

77. The Daintk Vartd, of the 11th December, says that a permanent 

iia memorial in the shape of school for the blind 

oan ee ee should be established in honour of Lord 

Ripon. The people should express their gratitude to him, not by illumina- 
tions and flags, but by some solid and lasting memorial. ; 

78. The same paper remarks that people say that Mr. Thompson so 
much dislikes the Native Civilians, that a 
Deputy Magistrate has been appointed to act 
as Presidency Magistrate during the absence of Mr. B. L. Gupta, on leave. 

79. The same paper says:—It isa matter of great regret that the 
Hon’ble Mr. Thompson has not yet been 
able to recover his health. There will 
soon be a great contest in the Legislative Council on the Ibert 
Bill. What can be a matter of greater regret than that at this time the 
leader of the opponents should be ill. We pray that His Honor may recover 
his health in a short time, and gird up his loias for a battle in the 


Council. 
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80. The Sahkachar, of the 12th December, approves of the modifications 
) in the Ilbert Bill proposed by the Chief Justice 

api ga st of Madras and sanctioned by the Secretary 
of State, but says that stress should be laid on the point that the High Court 
will have power to transfer a case only on clear proof and on satisfactory 
grounds. He is afraid that European accused persons will try to throw dust 
in the eyes of the Court on the plea of race antagonism. 

81. The same paper notices that the Times has written a strong article 
pointing out the difference between statutor 
and covenanted civilians, and said that this jg 
the principal reason why the Ilbert Bill should not be passed. The Sehacbar 
should like to hold out the example of Baboo Brajendra Lal Seal before the 
Times. He is inferior to no covenanted civilian ; many Civilians may, with 
profit, imitate him in his judicial work. The Zimes would never have used 
such hard language had it known Baboo Brajendra Lal Seal. 

82. The Dainik Varid, of the 12th December, is glad to hear that 
the enterprising gentleman, Kumar Baikantha 
Nath De, has been appointed a member of the 
Bengal Legislative Council. The Kumar is a respettable gentleman, and is 
a patriot. 

. 83. The same paper, of the 18th December, says that Mr. Thomp- 
son is very much against the native civilians, 
Even amongst Deputy Magistrates there are 
many who are against them. When the Tory ministry proposed this make- 
shift every one objected to it, but the objection proved fruitless. Provision 
should now be made to appoint really able men to the Native Civil Service. 
It is wrong to think that if proper selection is made, good men will not be 
forthcoming ; appointment should not be given on recommendation, for 
flattery, and to scions of rich families. Native civilians, like Nanda Krishna 
Basu, will hold one day high positions with credit. Able Deputy Magistrates 
can be made civilians with profit. 

84. The Uthal Dipika, of the 24th November, alludes to the depar- 
ture of Mr. Smith, and states that a goodly 
number of natives and Kuropeans were pre- 
sent at Jobra on Tuesday last to bid him farewell. It is remarked that 
“ Mr. Smith was very much impressed with the farewell address presented, 
and the marks of affection shown by the people of this place.” 

85. The same paper remarks, in reference to the application for 
leave made by the Joint-Inspector of the 
Orissa Division, that “it is rumoured that the 
Joint-Inspector, Baboo Radhanath Rai, is going on three months’ leave and 
that he has requested that Baboo Madhusudan Rao, Deputy-Inspector of 
Schools, Cuttack, might be appointed to act in his place. Should this be 
true, Radhanath Baboo’s request will cause disappointment in many 
officers’ minds.” ‘The paper then refers to the claims of ‘the Deputy- 
Inspector of Schools, Pooree, and the Superintendent of the Cuttack Normal 
School, who are, in its opinion, senior to Baboo Madhusudan Rao. 

86. The same paper gives a short account of the arrangements made 
in connection with the journey of the Cuttack 
Officials to Calcutta to attend the Interna- 
tional Exhibition, and suggests that “ a grant of one week’s leave more is 
very desirable in their case.” 

87. ~The same paper alludes to the statement of the Sub-Registrar of 
ee eee Mymensingh that some zemindars forcibly 

| obtained a certain number of kabuliyats from 
their ryots, and remarks that “ the provisions of the Bengal Tenancy Bill 
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88. ‘The same paper, in speaking of the changes likely to be effected . 
The Juggernath temple at in the mode of administration of the Jugger- 


Pooree. nath temple in Pooree, and in alluding to an 
articleon that subject that appeared in the Pursottam Patrika, of the 
12th November 1883, and was noticed in the Weekly Report, makes the 
following remarks :— 

“We have already stated that the way in which Government repealed 
Act X of 1840 isentirely objectionable. Had the Government explicitly 
put forward the reasons that led them to make the change, and had the 
public been allowed ample time to discuss the subject in question, the 
Pooree people would not have sided so much with the Rajah as they have 
recently done ; for they would have been thoroughly convinced of the neces- 
sity of the change in question. The Indian Legislative Council have not 
acted justly by neglecting to attend to what the public had to say on the 
subject. On the other hand, we are not prepared to state that the temple 
management needs no reform. We have oftentimes been informed of 
instances of mismanagement not only in connection with the Pooree temple, 
but also with other temples and charitable institutions in Orissa. It is 
no doubt the duty of Government to correct and rectify all such evils. The 
Rajahs of Pooree have not managed their affairs so well as not to make any 
investigation into their conduct possible. Every one knows that what 
depends upon the free will of a particular individual is likely to go wrong, 
and it is right to interfere in cases where the interests of all the Hindus of 
India are at stake. Though the mode of interference adopted by Govern- 
ment is objectionable, it must be admitted that such interference has be- 
come necessary. This is more so, when the minority of the Pooree Rajah 
and its duration are taken into consideration; neither can Government 
bring the temple under the Court of Wards simply through fear of reli- 
gious interference, nor can they manage the temple affairs in any other way. 
Thus the organisation of a committee is the only remedy, and if that be ac- 
knowledged no other proposal can be so excellent as that made by Mr. 
Gupta. The principal merit of the proposal lies in the fact that while 
diminishing the power of the Rajah, it invests him, at the same time, with 
important functions in the committee. In practice he will be leader of 
the committee, whose members will act as his advisers, while the manager 
will be his subordinate. On the other hand, the power of appointing and 
dismissing the manager having been retained in the hands of Govern- 
ment, it is also invested with certain authority. Should his appoint- 
ment or dismissal rest entirely in committee’s hands, the manager 
may not discharge his duties satisfactorily, nor can good and efficient men 
be induced to hold the post so long as the committee’s proceedings lie beyond 
the control of Government. Thus, the more we think of Mr. Gupta’s 
proposal, the more we are convinced of its solid merit. It must be stated 
here that by taking the Pooree people into his confidence, Mr. Gupta has 
become an object of general praise. Many district officers, depending too 
much on their own power and intellect, do not care to consult the public, 
whereas Mr. Gupta has shown an exceptional example in this respect.” 

89. The same paper, in alluding to the contemplated abolition of one 
7 : of the agricultural scholarships, tenable in 
Agriontinesl schelerenge Cirencester Agricultural College in England, 


founded by Sir Ashley Eden, the late Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 
makes an ironical remark in the following words :— 

“ Our present Lieutenant-Governor, Mr. Rivers Thompson, is deter- 
mined to abolish one of the two scholarships founded by his predecessor. 
O! What a bright example of Mr. Thompson’s affection for this country.” 

90. The same paper, in. another column, alludes to the accidental 

death of three landlords in Tekhel, near the 
_ Sporting Europeans and the shoot- Peshwar barracks, caused by the carelessness 
Retr ae of some British soldiers, and sarcastically 
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remarks: ‘ The jungles in this country are being cleared day after day; the 
Englishmen are naturally fond of sport, but now they do not find many 
game ; hence they manage to shoot natives of their free will. , 

91. This same paper in comparing the 
works of charity in the different districts of 
Orissa, finds that Vooree and Balasore are in advance of Cuttack. 

Changes in the policy of Govern- 92. The same paper points out in a 
ment. long article the evils that are engendered by 
constant changes in the policy of Government. 

‘‘ Not only are the higher, but the lower officials of Government are 
also unjust. ‘The subordinate masters are in no way inferior to their 


superiors. The nakims that have been placed in mofussil stations are like 
so many independent kings. 
* x 


Works of charity in Pooree. 


* * * * 


They do not obey rules and laws. Their hands and feet are never 
bound by ties of existing law. They make their own rules and laws; their 
will is their Government; they are the sole centres of authority, presiding 
over the destinies of the people around them, and can do whatever they 
like. They follow the dictates of their own desire, and break all laws and 
regulations. ar from being punished for this their heinous character, they 
are oftentimes let off without any punishment.” 

98. We cull the following from the news and correspondence 


Cini 36 Dida columns of the same paper:—(l) The 


managers have sent special correspondents 
to different parts of the Balasore district to report on the condition of 
crops in that district; (2) famine is sure to come upon the people of 
Bheda and Ankura, in the Balasore district. 


94. The Pursottam Patrikd, of the 26th November, gives an 


3 account of the way in which the people of 
Bie cee ier Barrackpore were coal by the Wigan 
of that place from giving a public reception to Baboo Surendra Nath Banerjee, 
when he came out of the jail, as also an account of the way in which the 
Government of India asked the Bengal Government to transfer Mr. Munro 
from the Presidency Division, and then remarks ‘ that His Honor the 
Lieutenant-Governor granted leave to Mr. Munro simply to save the latter 
from disgrace.” 


95. We cull the following items of news from this paper :—(1) The 


ieee price of rice is rising quickly, and it 1s 

rops in Pooree. ° . 7 e * ° 
anticipated that still larger increase is inevit- 

able in future. (2) The members of the Vilachala Brahma Samajin Pooree 


and a few other gentlemen of the station convened a public meeting 


Ms. Gupta to bid farewell to Mr. Gupta, the Pooree people 

, 7 being very sorry to part with him, (8) A 
new-born babe was suddenly found in the 
morning in the front of a gentleman’s door in Harachandi Sahi, in Pooree, 
the police being busily engaged in tracing out the culprit. 


96. The Sabaka, for November, in one of its news columns, sympathises 
i with the strictures of Government on verna- 
rissa newspapers. 


, cular newspapers of Orissa, as given in the 
Resolution of the Bengal Government, dated the 29th October 1883, and 
advises them to moderate their tone in future. 
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